TWO HOUSES - Luke 6:46-49
(cf. Matthew 7:24-27)

I._Introduction: (Materials: blocks, plastic tubs or storage containers of sand and rocks, pitcher(s) of
water, pictures of the wise man and the foolish man, probably available from the
Sunday School picture file)

Using blocks and plastic tubs or storage containers of sand and rocks and pitcher(s) of water, demonstrate

the building of a house on rock and the building of a house on sand, or have students build the houses.

Discuss the strength of each and what might happen to each if a very heavy rain came. Demonstrate the

rain with the pitcher(s) of water. Show pictures of the wise man and the foolish man (Look through

Sunday School pictures). Tell the story.

IL._Story: (The sentence handout is best if given out after the story is told so the students concentrate on
their English listening skills. Draw pictures, one at a time, on the whiteboard for each sentence and have
students repeat after you as you point to the pictures. Always review the previous pictures after a new
picture and sentence are introduced, until the story is completed. The pictures can also be drawn before
class on paper and put up one a time. Another option of is to give each student or pairs of students a
sentence and have them draw the pictures. Then have each student introduce his picture, always
reviewing previous pictures as new ones are introduced.)

A wise man built a house on solid rock.

It rained and rained and rained.

The rivers flooded.

The wind blew hard.

The house didn’t fall because it was built on solid rock.

A foolish man built a house on sand.

It rained and rained and rained.

The rivers flooded.

9. The wind blew hard.

10. The house fell because it was built on sand.

11. The wise man is the man who hears and obeys the teachings of Jesus.

12. The foolish man is the man who hears and doesn’t obey the teachings of Jesus.
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New words: (Write the new words on the board and discuss the meaning of each word.)
wise, built, solid rock, flooded, blew hard, didn’t fall, foolish, sand, fell, teachings, doesn’t

II1. Questions: (Ask the following questions to check the students’ understanding and ability to answer
questions about the story.)

e Who built the house on solid rock?

e What did the foolish man build his house on?

e How did the house on the sand fall?

IV. Vocabulary: (Orally, students make sentences using selected vocabulary from the following.

Nouns Verbs Adjectives
solid rock build/built wise
flood.......... ... ... . ... ... ... flooded foolish
sand blew hard
teachings didn’t fall

fell

doesn’t



V. Group discussion: (Students often find it helpful to have the discussion topic or question written on the board.)
In groups of three, discuss why the man who builds his house on the rock is wise and why the man who
builds his house on the sand is foolish. Share a story about you or someone you know who was wise or
foolish.

VI. Game: “Conditional Chains” (Materials: pieces of paper with conditional sentences from the
choices below)

One student or the teacher picks one of the pieces of paper with a conditional sentence on it from the

choices below. The teacher then asks the next student to give a follow-up sentence to the first, which

must be both logically and grammatically possible.

For example: If 1 lost my job tomorrow. . . 1 will be unhappy is not grammatically possible

I would buy a car is not (very) logically possible

I would go and live in another country is acceptable.
The third student then follows on from the second sentence with a full conditional. e.g.
If I went to live in another country, I would have to learn another language. Continue until all students
have had a turn or until they are struggling to continue the chain.
Begin the game with [f ] built my house on solid rock. .. Continue as above.
Other possible starters: If/ built my house on sand, If I found a wallet with $5000 in it, If I could run very
fast, If  was the leader of my country, If I could speak perfect English.

VII. Extension: “The Three Little Pigs” (Materials: The Three Little Pigs book, a piece of straw and
wood and a brick [or pictures if not available], whiteboard)

1. Stand the book, The Three Little Pigs, on the table.

2. Acquire 3 volunteers from your class. Explain that they are brothers and/or sisters.

3. Give one student volunteer a piece of straw (if not available, draw a picture of straw). Tell him to
pretend he is building a house made from straw (may need to draw a picture on the whiteboard to
demonstrate what he is to act out and possibly demonstrate by acting out yourself). Give the second
volunteer a piece of wood and tell him to pretend he is building a house made from wood. Give the
third volunteer a brick tell him to pretend he is building a house made from bricks.

4. Then you, the big bad wolf, go to each house, beginning with the house of straw, then wood, and
lastly, brick. Act out the wolf in The Three Little Pigs and blow down the house of straw and wood
(might have to provide the “crash” sounds yourself and possibly draw on the board what happens to
the house). Then demonstrate how the house of brick is strong and cannot be blown down.

5. An alternate plan to having the students act out the story is to have a more advanced ESL class or
fellow teachers, etc. dramatize the story. Then, the class can discuss the drama presentation.

6. Draw 2 columns on the whiteboard. At the top of each column, write “straw, wood” and “brick”
(might need to draw a picture of each next to the words). Write some things that are “straw and
wood” in our lives (i.e. lying, stealing, unkind words [will probably need to demonstrate these
abstract terms] and elicit other responses from your class. Then write some things that are
“bricks” (i.e. kind actions, helping others, honesty, etc.) and elicit responses from your class.

6b. More advanced classes can now read 1 Cor. 3:10-15 and discuss the passage.

7. If time allows, you can read the familiar childhood story of “The Three Little Pigs” (might possibly
provide photocopies of the text for the class, if desired).
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